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EDUCATION  

1992, MPhil in Economics, University of Oxford, United Kingdom 
1989, BA (Hons) in Economics, University of Cambridge, United Kingdom 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  

2019 - Present, Executive Vice President, Compass Lexecon, Paris & London 
2016 - 2019, Senior Vice President, Compass Lexecon, Paris  
2011 - 2016, Head of Competition Division, OECD  
2009 - 2011, Chief Executive, Competition Commission of Mauritius  
2005 - 2008, Chief Economist, Competition Commission, UK  
2003 - 2005, Director of Economic Analysis, Competition Commission, UK.  
1999 - 2003, Manager, Frontier Economics, UK  
1998 - 1999, Senior Economist, London Economics, UK  
1994 - 1998, Consulting economist, Coopers & Lybrand, UK 
 
 

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE  

2009 – Present, Affiliate Professor of Finance, EDHEC Business School  
2007 – 2009, Affiliate Professor of Economics, Ecole National de Statistique et d’Administration Economique 
(ENSAE)  
1999 – 2000, Visiting Research Fellow, Institute for Economic Analysis, Barcelona  
1994 – 1995, Visiting Scholar, University of California at Berkeley 

 

SELECTED CONSULTING EXPERIENCE  

John began his career in 1994 as a consulting economist specialising in regulation and competition.  Notable 
casework included: 
 

• Merger reviews, such as Hewlett Packpard/Compaq 
• Regulatory energy price control reviews, in the UK, Ireland, Germany and Netherlands 
• Advice to airlines including Transavia, British Airways, Emirates and Aer Lingus and advice to airports 

including Manchester, Birmingham and Dubai 
 
He was Economics Director, then Chief Economist at the UK Competition Commission (CC) from 2003 – 2008, 
leading the CC’s team of economists and responsible for economic analysis on all the CC’s cases. Notable cases 
during this time included: 
 

• Mergers, from the first ever CC merger investigation under the Enterprise Act (Drager/Airshields) onward, 
including BSkyB/ITV, Somerfield/Morrisons, LSE/Deutsche Borse and rail franchise mergers. 

• Market investigations, such as the major Groceries, Airports and Payment Protection Insurance market 
investigations. 

• Regulatory appeals including Mobile termination charges, airports and the first energy codes appeals under 
the 2004 Energy Act. 
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He left the UK CC in 2008 to found the Competition Commission of Mauritius, where as Chief Executive he 
established the organization, including drafting guidelines and rules of procedure, then led it through its first years of 
enforcing the new competition law in Mauritius. 
 
In 2011 he moved to head OECD’s competition division, where he led the team organising regular ‘roundtable’ 
meetings of competition agency heads from around the world, including supervising the analytical papers produced 
for those events, and he advised Governments at ministerial level on competition policy.  Notable topics covered in 
OECD reports supervised by John included the following: 

• Economic topics in competition cases including market definition, behavioural economics, abuse of 
dominance, merger analysis, auction theory, oligopoly, vertical restraints, disruptive innovation, remedies, 
compliance programmes and their relation to penalties,  

• Procedural and legal issues in competition law enforcement: including criteria for setting fines for 
competition law infringements, jurisdiction, private enforcement, international cooperation, interface 
between competition and regulation,  

• Sectoral reviews including pharmaceuticals, airlines, shipping, ports, broadcasting, digital economy, food, 
financial services, hospitals. 

• Advice to governments on law reform in Greece, Mexico, Chile, Russia, Romania and India. 
 
Since 2016 he has been a senior Vice-President at Compass Lexecon, where his projects have included: 

• Support for clients under investigation by European Commission for breach of Article 102: for major FMCG 
supplier and in pharmaceuticals 

• Ch I and Ch II investigation by CMA in pharmaceuticals sector, UK 
• Expert witness for defendant, cartel damages follow-on action, UK 
• Co-author, expert report in appeal against Article 102 finding, Italy. 
• Support for clients complaining to European Commission and to the UK CMA about possible breaches of 

Article 102: in tech sector and in entertainment industry. 
• Advice to clients on prospective mergers: 

- CMA clearance for merger in the UK insurance sector 
- UK CMA and South African Competition Commission clearance for major mining sector merger 
- EU financial sector merger 
- EU energy sector supplies merger 
- EU oil and has products merger 

• Published report on effect of technology standards on competition and innovation 
• Report and advice to telecoms client on its response to proposed changes to the competition law in South 

Africa and (separately) to proposed changes in consumer protection regulations. 
 
 

 


